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RE: Soil sampling
	From:
	Tuli, Atac@CDPR

	To:
	Perez, Fidel@CDPR ;  Main, Anson@CDPR ;  Kandelous, Maziar@CDPR ;  Ryan, Paul@CDPR ;  Orlando, Brian@CDPR

	CC:
	Marciano, Donna@CDPR ;  Burant, Aniela@CDPR ;  Johnson, Jazmin@CDPR ;  McClanahan, Kari@CDPR ;  Deng, Xin@CDPR ;  Zandvakili, Omid@CDPR

	Sent time:
	03 Jul, 2025 5:55:27 AM



Hello everyone,
 
I would like to give you some details regarding our huge collective  team effort to collect samples from client’s (complainer) property in Lassen county. Thank you to all participants!
 
First of all, this is the most challenging sample collection effort I ever did in my DPR career. It was very tough terrain that we need to hike (elevation was 6180 ft according to Compass app) to reach our sampling location with our equipment. The hike was around 1 mile upward with huge burned dead trees blocking the trail. We needed to negotiate around, underneath or above those trees.
 
We met in the morning with Brian, Lassen CAC, CAC’s staff member, and client (complainer) at the designated meeting point in Susanville. Brian gave us a brief summary of what we will do for the day. We followed the client to his property. The gate lock didn’t open and CAC went to bring a chain cutter. Finally, they were able to cut the chain. This allows us to drive farthest point that a car can drive on the property road.  We had to pack our sampling equipment into our backpacks and carry the rest of it with our hands. CAC and one of his staff member, client, Kari, Omid, Brian and I started to hike to the location. Elevation and hot temperature made Brian dizzy so we told him not to go any further and rest in the shade until we come back to pick him up. We made sure that he had plenty of water. We continued to hike to the site location. I would like to mention that  client, Lassen CAC and his staff member helped us to carry our equipment all the way and in sample collection as well.
 
After we reached the site, we assessed the terrain and decided on a game plan. Kari started to collect composite water samples from a small pond and creek in client’s property. She also collected composite sediment samples from pond. I started to collect composite soil samples (three repetition from same location) from three different locations with two depths (0-10 cm, 10-20 cm) to address client’s concern. These three sample locations have been selected based on drift complaint: one close to his property boundary with suspected herbicide applied fields, one close to his pond, and one far away from his pond. The idea of selecting these locations to evaluate how far the drift affected the property if any. At the same time, Omid collected the foliage samples from different plant species close to the property boundary with pesticide applied field. We observed that plant species clearly affected (burned to brown color some part of the plants’ foliage) by neighboring field applications. The GPS coordinates of all the sample locations were recorded by Omid.
 
After collecting samples, we hiked back to Brian and continued to hike all together to the cars. We gave the all collected samples to Brian with signed chain of custody forms:
· 6 composite soil samples (3 locations with 2 depths (0-10 cm and 10-20 cm)
· Three composite surface water samples (two from pond as primary and backup and one from creek)
· Two composite sediment samples from pond (one primary and one backup)
· Approximately 1 lbs foliage samples.
 
I am sorry for a long e-mail but I hope it serves you as a reference what we did during this sampling trip. Thank you again everybody for accomplishing this challenging task.
 
Regards,
 

Atac Tuli, PhD
Research Scientist III
Environmental Monitoring Branch | Air Program
Department of Pesticide Regulation
 
Phone: 916-324-4264
E-mail: Atac.Tuli@cdpr.ca.gov
 
 
From: Perez, Fidel@CDPR <Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 26, 2025 7:10 AM
To: Main, Anson@CDPR <anson.main@cdpr.ca.gov>; Kandelous, Maziar@CDPR <maziar.kandelous@cdpr.ca.gov>; Tuli, Atac@CDPR <Atac.Tuli@cdpr.ca.gov>; Ryan, Paul@CDPR <Paul.Ryan@cdpr.ca.gov>; Orlando, Brian@CDPR <brian.orlando@cdpr.ca.gov>
Cc: Marciano, Donna@CDPR <Donna.Marciano@cdpr.ca.gov>; Burant, Aniela@CDPR <Aniela.Burant@cdpr.ca.gov>; Johnson, Jazmin@CDPR <Jazmin.Johnson@cdpr.ca.gov>; McClanahan, Kari@CDPR <Kari.McClanahan@cdpr.ca.gov>; Deng, Xin@CDPR <Xin.Deng@cdpr.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: Soil sampling
 
Hi Anson, 
We also only have 1L bottles. If we were to collect water samples, I would ask staff to collect 4 bottles at each sample point and document on the sample analysis form. 
 
Heads up to the group, the complainant has expressed that he will be recording the sample collection. He has concerns with government and their actions. 
https://protectlassen.org/the-dirty/
 
Thank you,
 
Fidel Pérez
Environmental Program Manager I
Enforcement Branch, Northern Regional Office
Department of Pesticide Regulation
(916) 603-7701 office
(916) 203-0029 cell
Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov
 

From: Main, Anson@CDPR <anson.main@cdpr.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 3:22:01 PM
To: Perez, Fidel@CDPR <Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov>; Kandelous, Maziar@CDPR <maziar.kandelous@cdpr.ca.gov>; Tuli, Atac@CDPR <Atac.Tuli@cdpr.ca.gov>; Ryan, Paul@CDPR <Paul.Ryan@cdpr.ca.gov>; Orlando, Brian@CDPR <brian.orlando@cdpr.ca.gov>
Cc: Marciano, Donna@CDPR <Donna.Marciano@cdpr.ca.gov>; Burant, Aniela@CDPR <Aniela.Burant@cdpr.ca.gov>; Johnson, Jazmin@CDPR <Jazmin.Johnson@cdpr.ca.gov>; McClanahan, Kari@CDPR <Kari.McClanahan@cdpr.ca.gov>; Deng, Xin@CDPR <Xin.Deng@cdpr.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: Soil sampling
 
Hi Fidel, 
 
Typically we sample using 1L bottles from the center point of the stream, river, etc. We could certainly do a composite sample where we collect multiple bottles that are then funneled into a larger gallon sample or collect from multiple points as you've indicated. I'm not sure that SWPP has any gallon jugs as they aren't typically used. Would ENF have extras? 
 
With a spring, I might recommend collecting at different flow points (usually facing into the current) or directly from the source of water bubbling up to the surface depending on the type of spring. We don't usually sample from these sources so there could be decisions made once encountered regarding the best places to collect. 
 
Hope this is helpful. 
 
Anson
 
Anson Main, PhD.
Manager | Surface Water Protection Program
DPR Environmental Monitoring Branch
1001 I Street, Sacramento, CA, 95814
p. 916-322-0496
e. Anson.Main@cdpr.ca.gov
 
 

From: Perez, Fidel@CDPR <Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 1:22 PM
To: Main, Anson@CDPR <anson.main@cdpr.ca.gov>; Kandelous, Maziar@CDPR <maziar.kandelous@cdpr.ca.gov>; Tuli, Atac@CDPR <Atac.Tuli@cdpr.ca.gov>; Ryan, Paul@CDPR <Paul.Ryan@cdpr.ca.gov>; Orlando, Brian@CDPR <brian.orlando@cdpr.ca.gov>
Cc: Marciano, Donna@CDPR <Donna.Marciano@cdpr.ca.gov>; Burant, Aniela@CDPR <Aniela.Burant@cdpr.ca.gov>; Johnson, Jazmin@CDPR <Jazmin.Johnson@cdpr.ca.gov>; McClanahan, Kari@CDPR <Kari.McClanahan@cdpr.ca.gov>; Deng, Xin@CDPR <Xin.Deng@cdpr.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Soil sampling
 
Thank you Anson and Kari.
 
Our investigative procedures guide us to take several one gallon samples distributed around the pond. Is that your procedure as well?
I’m not sure what to do at a spring. Unless we are there to collect samples at the time of application, moving water creates a challenge in detecting pesticides.
 
In regard to the travel advance, accounting said the could not give our staff an advance for activities in the next fiscal year. We can book on Concur this week and next Monday using the Virtual Card Account.
 
Thank you again. We are very fortunate to have EM as teammates!!!
 
Fidel Pérez
Environmental Program Manager I
Enforcement Branch, Northern Regional Office
Department of Pesticide Regulation
(916) 603-7701 office
(916) 203-0029 cell
Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov
 
From: Main, Anson@CDPR <anson.main@cdpr.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 12:55 PM
To: Perez, Fidel@CDPR <Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov>; Kandelous, Maziar@CDPR <maziar.kandelous@cdpr.ca.gov>; Tuli, Atac@CDPR <Atac.Tuli@cdpr.ca.gov>; Ryan, Paul@CDPR <Paul.Ryan@cdpr.ca.gov>; Orlando, Brian@CDPR <brian.orlando@cdpr.ca.gov>
Cc: Marciano, Donna@CDPR <Donna.Marciano@cdpr.ca.gov>; Burant, Aniela@CDPR <Aniela.Burant@cdpr.ca.gov>; Johnson, Jazmin@CDPR <Jazmin.Johnson@cdpr.ca.gov>; McClanahan, Kari@CDPR <Kari.McClanahan@cdpr.ca.gov>; Deng, Xin@CDPR <Xin.Deng@cdpr.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: Soil sampling
 
Good Afternoon, 
 
Kari McClanahan is available on Wednesday/Thursday to assist with the surface water collection. I've cc'd her here. 
 
Fidel - In order for us to prepare, do we have details on the number of samples needed for surface water? We may send an additional Sci Aid to assist as well if they are free. It would be a good learning experience. 
 
Kari - it looks like ENF has booked the hotel here. Please let me know if you want to submit a travel advance ahead of the trip as well. 
 
Diamond Mountain Casino Hotel
900 Skyline Dr, Susanville, CA 96130
 
Anson
 
Anson Main, PhD.
Manager | Surface Water Protection Program
DPR Environmental Monitoring Branch
1001 I Street, Sacramento, CA, 95814
p. 916-322-0496
e. Anson.Main@cdpr.ca.gov
 
 

From: Perez, Fidel@CDPR <Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 12:51 PM
To: Kandelous, Maziar@CDPR <maziar.kandelous@cdpr.ca.gov>; Tuli, Atac@CDPR <Atac.Tuli@cdpr.ca.gov>; Ryan, Paul@CDPR <Paul.Ryan@cdpr.ca.gov>; Orlando, Brian@CDPR <brian.orlando@cdpr.ca.gov>
Cc: Marciano, Donna@CDPR <Donna.Marciano@cdpr.ca.gov>; Burant, Aniela@CDPR <Aniela.Burant@cdpr.ca.gov>; Johnson, Jazmin@CDPR <Jazmin.Johnson@cdpr.ca.gov>; Main, Anson@CDPR <anson.main@cdpr.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: Soil sampling
 
Will do. 
Thank you 
 
Fidel Pérez
Environmental Program Manager I
Enforcement Branch, Northern Regional Office
Department of Pesticide Regulation
(916) 603-7701 office
(916) 203-0029 cell
Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov
 

From: Kandelous, Maziar@CDPR <maziar.kandelous@cdpr.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 12:42:36 PM
To: Tuli, Atac@CDPR <Atac.Tuli@cdpr.ca.gov>; Perez, Fidel@CDPR <Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov>; Ryan, Paul@CDPR <Paul.Ryan@cdpr.ca.gov>; Orlando, Brian@CDPR <brian.orlando@cdpr.ca.gov>
Cc: Marciano, Donna@CDPR <Donna.Marciano@cdpr.ca.gov>; Burant, Aniela@CDPR <Aniela.Burant@cdpr.ca.gov>; Johnson, Jazmin@CDPR <Jazmin.Johnson@cdpr.ca.gov>; Main, Anson@CDPR <anson.main@cdpr.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Soil sampling
 
Can we please use this email moving forward?
I want to make sure that Anson is in the loop.
 
 
 
Maziar Kandelous, Ph.D.
Air Program Manager
Environmental Monitoring Branch
California Department of Pesticide Regulation
Office: (916) 445-0981
Cell:     (916) 825-8074
 
From: Tuli, Atac@CDPR <Atac.Tuli@cdpr.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 12:35 PM
To: Perez, Fidel@CDPR <Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov>; Kandelous, Maziar@CDPR <maziar.kandelous@cdpr.ca.gov>; Ryan, Paul@CDPR <Paul.Ryan@cdpr.ca.gov>; Orlando, Brian@CDPR <brian.orlando@cdpr.ca.gov>
Cc: Marciano, Donna@CDPR <Donna.Marciano@cdpr.ca.gov>; Burant, Aniela@CDPR <Aniela.Burant@cdpr.ca.gov>; Johnson, Jazmin@CDPR <Jazmin.Johnson@cdpr.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Soil sampling
 
That depends on the how thick runoff is. We will asses the site and decide about the depths of sampling.
 
I will make the reservations for July 2 and 3 for the hotel you sent me its info.
 
Thanks,
Atac
 
From: Perez, Fidel@CDPR <Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 12:27 PM
To: Tuli, Atac@CDPR <Atac.Tuli@cdpr.ca.gov>; Kandelous, Maziar@CDPR <maziar.kandelous@cdpr.ca.gov>; Ryan, Paul@CDPR <Paul.Ryan@cdpr.ca.gov>; Orlando, Brian@CDPR <brian.orlando@cdpr.ca.gov>
Cc: Marciano, Donna@CDPR <Donna.Marciano@cdpr.ca.gov>; Burant, Aniela@CDPR <Aniela.Burant@cdpr.ca.gov>; Johnson, Jazmin@CDPR <Jazmin.Johnson@cdpr.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Soil sampling
 
The complaint is regarding drift and runoff from the site of application. I don’t see the need to take samples at depth unless you think we should. I will defer to your expertise
 
Thank you,
Fidel Pérez
Environmental Program Manager I
Enforcement Branch, Northern Regional Office
Department of Pesticide Regulation
(916) 603-7701 office
(916) 203-0029 cell
Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov
 
From: Perez, Fidel@CDPR
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 12:17 PM
To: Tuli, Atac@CDPR <Atac.Tuli@cdpr.ca.gov>; Kandelous, Maziar@CDPR <Maziar.Kandelous@cdpr.ca.gov>; Ryan, Paul@CDPR <Paul.Ryan@cdpr.ca.gov>; Orlando, Brian@CDPR <Brian.Orlando@cdpr.ca.gov>
Cc: Marciano, Donna@CDPR <Donna.Marciano@cdpr.ca.gov>; Burant, Aniela@CDPR <Aniela.Burant@cdpr.ca.gov>; Johnson, Jazmin@CDPR <Jazmin.Johnson@cdpr.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Soil sampling
 
Thank you for the update. Brian will be staying at:
 
Diamond Mountain Casino Hotel
900 Skyline Dr, Susanville, CA 96130
 
We are looking for the presence of hexazinone and imazapyr. From the half-life data, I’m not sure we’ll find imazapyr. From the photos sent by the complainant, the sampling site looks undisturbed.
 
Thank you again for all the help,
Fidel Pérez
Environmental Program Manager I
Enforcement Branch, Northern Regional Office
Department of Pesticide Regulation
(916) 603-7701 office
(916) 203-0029 cell
Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov
 
From: Tuli, Atac@CDPR <Atac.Tuli@cdpr.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 11:50 AM
To: Perez, Fidel@CDPR <Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov>; Kandelous, Maziar@CDPR <maziar.kandelous@cdpr.ca.gov>; Ryan, Paul@CDPR <Paul.Ryan@cdpr.ca.gov>
Cc: Marciano, Donna@CDPR <Donna.Marciano@cdpr.ca.gov>; Burant, Aniela@CDPR <Aniela.Burant@cdpr.ca.gov>; Johnson, Jazmin@CDPR <Jazmin.Johnson@cdpr.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Soil sampling
 
Sorry, I am out of office on Monday and Tuesday for field work next week. I can travel on Wednesday and Thursday if needed. I  can book the same hotel via concur and ask TEC for all of it. What kind of soil sampling you are planning to collect such as soil depths, disturbed or undisturbed, and what kind of soil analysis will be made?
 
Thanks,
Atac
 
From: Perez, Fidel@CDPR <Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 11:40 AM
To: Tuli, Atac@CDPR <Atac.Tuli@cdpr.ca.gov>; Kandelous, Maziar@CDPR <maziar.kandelous@cdpr.ca.gov>; Ryan, Paul@CDPR <Paul.Ryan@cdpr.ca.gov>
Cc: Marciano, Donna@CDPR <Donna.Marciano@cdpr.ca.gov>; Burant, Aniela@CDPR <Aniela.Burant@cdpr.ca.gov>; Johnson, Jazmin@CDPR <Jazmin.Johnson@cdpr.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Soil sampling
 
We are still in the planning phase but wanted to inform you that our goal is to collect the samples next Tuesday and Wednesday (if needed).
I talked to Accounting, we can book this week through Concur using the Virtual Card Account but will need to submit a TEC for per diem
 
Fidel Pérez
Environmental Program Manager I
Enforcement Branch, Northern Regional Office
Department of Pesticide Regulation
(916) 603-7701 office
(916) 203-0029 cell
Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov
 
From: Tuli, Atac@CDPR <Atac.Tuli@cdpr.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 11:31 AM
To: Kandelous, Maziar@CDPR <maziar.kandelous@cdpr.ca.gov>; Ryan, Paul@CDPR <Paul.Ryan@cdpr.ca.gov>
Cc: Marciano, Donna@CDPR <Donna.Marciano@cdpr.ca.gov>; Burant, Aniela@CDPR <Aniela.Burant@cdpr.ca.gov>; Perez, Fidel@CDPR <Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov>; Johnson, Jazmin@CDPR <Jazmin.Johnson@cdpr.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Soil sampling
 
Sure! We can coordinate and discuss what kind of soil sampling is required and offer help.
 
Atac Tuli, PhD
Research Scientist III
Environmental Monitoring Branch
Department of Pesticide Regulation
 
Phone: 916-324-4262
E-mail: Atac.Tuli@cpdr.ca.gov
 
From: Kandelous, Maziar@CDPR <maziar.kandelous@cdpr.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 11:14 AM
To: Ryan, Paul@CDPR <Paul.Ryan@cdpr.ca.gov>; Tuli, Atac@CDPR <Atac.Tuli@cdpr.ca.gov>
Cc: Marciano, Donna@CDPR <Donna.Marciano@cdpr.ca.gov>; Burant, Aniela@CDPR <Aniela.Burant@cdpr.ca.gov>; Perez, Fidel@CDPR <Fidel.Perez@cdpr.ca.gov>; Johnson, Jazmin@CDPR <Jazmin.Johnson@cdpr.ca.gov>
Subject: Soil sampling
 
Atac,
Can you help ENF with soil sampling in Lassen County?
There is a complaint about runoff, and we would appreciate your expertise in soil sampling.
Paul will reach out with more details.
 
Aniela – Can we send one or two staff with Atac to get trained for these types of ask?
 
Best,
Maziar
 
 
Maziar Kandelous, Ph.D.
Air Program Manager
Environmental Monitoring Branch
California Department of Pesticide Regulation
Office: (916) 445-0981
Cell:     (916) 825-8074

